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IN MEMORIUM
 
                                    Philip W. Hopkins was   
                                           born in Allegheny County 

                                                Pennsylvania in 1943. His  
                                                father was the owner/   
                                                editor of the local 
                                                newspaper and also bred 
                                                and raced Thoroughbred 
                                                horses.  Phil’s 
                                                extroverted love of people  
                                                was nurtured by his             
             father who was deeply                                        
                                 involved in local and state                
                                               politics. 
e graduated from Dennis University in Granville, 

 before attending the University of Michigan where 
ceived his law degree.  After graduation from law 
l Phil served in the Air Force on the staff of the Judge 
cate General and was assigned to prosecute in 

ary trials in Colorado.  Phil’s first choice of service 
ng was Boston but his disappointment over being sent
 soon dissipated when he came to love Colorado and 
estern lifestyle.   
fter discharge from the service Phil served as General 
sel for a bank before entering the private practice of 

  
hil was an avid sports enthusiast and a fanatical 

ge football fan and when Bill McCartney came to 
rado from Michigan he became a rabid Buff 
orter.  A long time member of the CU Buff Club he 
 loved football season.  
is knack for accumulating friends both personal and 
ssional is legend.  They ranged from the famous like 

ammed Ali to the everyday person he came into 
ct with.  A devoted father he always bragged about 
ns and their accomplishments and always found time 

for them in his busy schedule. 

PHILIP  W.  HOPKINS 
1943 - 2004 

       Phil was a devout Catholic and was unstinting in 
his financial, personal and professional support of 
church activities and charities and in particular the 
nuns at the Sisters of the Poor.  
       Phil is survived by three sisters and his son 
Matthew who is a sophomore at the University of 
Colorado where he is a business major. 
 

HOPKINS EULOGY
         

THE FOLLOWING ARE REMARKS BY 
MARK TSCHETTER EXCERPTED FROM 
HIS EULOGY FOR PHIL’S MEMORIAL 

       
        Phil and I met over ten years ago as adversaries in 
court.  Phil was the Guru of Evictions.  He had more 
evictions to his credit than any other attorney in 
Colorado History. 
       The day we met Phil was trying to evict a client of 
mine.  Anyone who knows me, knows that I love to 
win!  And, in fact, I did beat Phil that day, and in 
several othr appearances over the same client.  
However, the story would not be complete without 
telling Phil’s favorite part!.  I got stiffed by my client 
for my fee.  And Phil liked to brag, “I may have lost but 
at least I got paid”.  
       After this Phil and I got to know and respect each 
other.  We shared interests in Politics, Philosophy and 
Sports.  Although Phil and I were not contemporaries, 
Phil would have been one of the gang had we grown 
up together.  I know that Phil felt the same way.  So, 
when he decided to get back into practicing Eviction 
Law he called me.  Phil told me – not asked – “Mark 
you are going to come join me because together we will 
be unbeatable”.  Phil was right!  Phil and I did join 
forces and the firm of Hopkins and Tschetter was 
launched. 

(contined on back) 



  

 
 
                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Hopkins Eulogy (Continued) 
       Those of you who know Phil, know how charming, 
funny, sharing and giving he was.  His professional 
colleagues and clients know well that Phil could devise 
practical solutions to the most complicated and heated 
situations.  Phil taught me that practical results were 
frequently better for clients than winning in court.  He also 
taught me another cardinal rule for practicing law which I 
still adhere to today.  Phil liked people and he wanted 
them to like him.  He always tried hard to create a good 
first impression.  Conversely Phil was leery of representing 
clients who did not create a good first impression.  He 
always said, “that you are much better off not representing 
someone you do not feel comfortable with when you first 
meet them”.  Phil was right!  This Phil rule has saved me 
untold anguish through the years and haunted me every 
single time I have broken it. 
       What the people around Phil did not realize – 
including myself for over two years – was the reality that 
Phil also had a great skill in hiding his true self from his 
many friends, his family and his acquaintances. 
       The happy outgoing Phil was only a façade or one side 
of Phil.  It was the public side of Phil which he displayed 
day in and day out to those he came in contact with.  
However, there was the other Phil who was plagued by 
deep depressions and demons that he could not conquer or 
cure.  No matter how hard he tried!   
       It even took me several years of daily interaction before 
I recognized his struggle and came to understand his 
torment.  Phil battled this blackness for many years.  What 
is truly sad and even more frustrating to me is that this 
man who could show such great kindness and compassion 
in helping others was unable to help himself.  And those of 
us who cared about him were also never able to help him 
win his battle.  Equally sad is the fact that his sickness, and 
that is what it truly is, kept him from fulfilling his potential 
as a person, a father and a lawyer. 
       Phil sought and received the best professional care to 
help him in his ongoing struggle.  But, for Phil there was 
no counsel, magic pill or treatment that could slow or stop 
his slide into a black hole of inescapable depression.  
Unfortunately, the sad events of recent years only 
accelerated and intensified his fall into even more despair, 
hopelessness and depression.  He could not even, with 
professional help, pull himself out of this downward spiral. 
It has been very painful for me to witness this decline and 
frustrating to know I could not do anything to prevent it – 
only be here for him. 
       Chronic clinical depression is the vilest of plagues 
because this disease always allows glimpses or snapshots 
of the real tremendous individual that is inside.  It creates 
hope!  Hope for the afflicted and hope for those who touch 
his life.  Only then, to cruelly crush that hope time and time 

 

 
again.  And so it was with Phil. 
       When Phil was not suffering from this debilitating 
clinical depression, Phil was one of the most funny, 
charming, articulate, well-read, kind and people 
oriented persons that I have ever known. 
       This is the Phil that I will remember and hopefully 
the Phil that you will remember as well. 
       I will miss Phil as I am confident you will also.  
However, I take solace, as you should too, that Phil’s 
never ending torment and battle with his demons and 
depression is finally over.  Phil has at last found the 
peace in death that so alluded him in life. 
  
                                                                          

  
NNEEXXTT  MMOONNTTHHLLYY  LLUUNNCCHHEESS  
 
The firm’s next two monthly lunches will be 
held May 21st and June 18th.  The May 
Lunch will be held at Piccolo’s (Hampden and Monaco). 
The June lunch will be held at CB Potts on 120th in 
Thornton  
       We will continue to alternate the lunch sites between 
these two restaurants for the rest of the year.   
       For all of you who have not attended a lunch, all 
firm lunches are free.  We buy you lunch!   
       Lunches provide a great opportunity to meet the 
staff, firm attorneys, and other clients in the property 
management industry.  As always, we will answer 
questions and discuss any other topics of interest with 
lunch participants. If you would like us to discuss a 
particular topic, please contact Mark or Vic at 
303.699.3484.  To sign up and obtain directions, 
simply call the office and ask to be put on the lunch 
list.  We arrive by 11:30 to chat, and lunch is ordered 
at noon.   
                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NNOOTTIICCEE  CCOOUURRTT  CCLLOOSSUURREE  DDAATTEESS  MMAAYY  
                MMaayy  228  ––  Dennvver  CCoourts  
                    MMaayy  331  ––  All  CCoourts  

 

The smallest act of kindness is 
worth more than the greatest 
 intention. 
                               
                                   Kahil Gibran




